
Published on ISE.gov (http://www.ise.gov)

Assured State, Local, and Tribal Information 
Sharing Is Critical to Our National Security
By leahtb
Created 06/17/2011 - 11:22

 
Subscribe [1] [2]

Source: Dr. David Bray, RISS Insider Newsletter [3] June 01, 2011

The Information Sharing Environment (ISE) provides analysts, operators, and investigators with integrated 
and synthesized information about terrorism, weapons of mass destruction, and homeland security. These 
analysts, operators, and investigators come from a variety of communities?law enforcement, public safety, 
homeland security, intelligence, defense, and foreign affairs?and may work for federal, state, local, tribal, 
or territorial governments. These men and women rely on timely and accurate information to achieve their 
mission responsibilities.

The RISS Secure Intranet (RISSNET) provides secure information sharing across jurisdictional boundaries 
for hundreds of thousands of local, state, federal, and tribal law enforcement personnel. It is easy to see 
why RISSNET is an important part of the ISE.

The Office of the Program Manager of the ISE (PM-ISE) is a federal office that facilitates the development 
of the ISE by bringing together mission partners?including local, state, federal, and tribal law 
enforcement?to align business processes, standards and architecture, security and access controls, 
privacy protections, and best practices.

Interoperability across networks is vital for information sharing across mission partners. The PM-ISE 
recognizes that while classified information sharing is critical to national security, so too is the sharing of 
Sensitive but Unclassified (SBU) information. The PM-ISE?s goals are to facilitate greater sharing of 
information services and ensure that there is ?no wrong door? for frontline mission personnel to securely 
discover, access, and collaborate on SBU information. Accordingly, the interoperability of SBU 
networks?like RISSNET?is an important priority for the PM-ISE.

One of the ways that the PM-ISE helps guide this work is through the White House policy process. The PM-
ISE cochairs the White House-led Information Sharing and Access Interagency Policy Committee. A 
working group of this committee is tackling the various challenges surrounding access to assured and 
interoperability SBU systems. The PM-ISE currently has members from RISS, the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation Law Enforcement Online (LEO), Intelink-U, and the U.S. Department of Homeland Security?s 
Homeland Security Information Network (HSIN) who participate as part of this working group. Mr. George 
March, RISS Chief Technology Officer, chairs this working group, which is dedicated to solving the 
interoperability obstacles that the PM-ISE faces.

To date, the PM-ISE has engaged users in the community to assist in developing a common set of SBU 
requirements by using its online discussion forum. We know that simplified sign-on and federated search 
are strongly desired across user segments and that proper access control with robust audit is an absolute 
for assured information sharing. The PM-ISE is using the full results from that study to conduct near-term 
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implementation planning and looks forward to working with the community in the future to achieve assured 
SBU information sharing? so that there is ?no wrong door? for accessing the information that you need to 
do your job.

Please visit the PM-ISE?s newly enhanced website (www.ise.gov [4]) to learn more about its work with 
mission partners, sign up for e-mail alerts [5] about information sharing news and events, and share your 
information sharing best practices and ideas in its discussion forum.

Dr. Bray is the Executive for Innovation, Integration, and Interoperability, Office of the Program 
Manager, Information Sharing Environment.

The full newsletter is available on the RISS website. [6]
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